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Airtight Iron Coffin Found in Queens
Introduction
	In the New York City borough in 2011, construction workers unearthed the body of a Young African American woman who had been mummified from the 19th century. At first, the police thought that the body belonged to a recent homicide that had been committed. But after having a closer look at the body, that's when they realized that the body was much older and in some way stranger than it seemed to appear. In the research that was conducted, it revealed that the metal fragments that were broken and lied at the sides of the iron coffin were pieces of the iron ornate (Reardon 22). The irons ornate were expensive and the pieces were responsible for the preservation of the body in good form. Consequently, research has proven that iron products were produced was during the mid-19th century. The style and also the clothing's that the woman wore helped scientific researchers approximate the period of existence of the body as the mid-1800s. For that reason, the discussion below tries to explain about the airtight iron coffin found in Queens.
	The region where the mummy was found was identified as being formally an African-American church which also served as a cemetery. The African-American church was founded in 1828 by the region's first generation in the area. The region was first inhabited by black people. Also, there were newspaper records of the area been inhabited by civilians even a decade before the formation of the church. Investigators later found out that the remains of the female body belonged to Martha Peterson who was a resident in the New York City and a daughter to John and Jane Peterson (McCollum et al., e97). The woman died at the age of 26 years and her body was carefully prepared and preserved for the burial by the caring hands. This was the reason why the mummy was found in the basement of the church in Queens. The mummy had been preserved and kept waiting for the burial. 
	Iron coffins were produced or manufactured for less than a decade. During the short period of time that the iron coffins were available, they made a series of effect in the preservation of the dead bodies. The first airtight iron coffin was made in 1848 (Bruwelheide et al., 99). They were mounded and patented to be airtight thus preventing the air from entering inside the coffin and thus preventing the body to decay. At first, the idea of the iron coffins was used for the transportation of the dead bodies using trains or other means of transport for long distances. This method prevented the bodies from decaying and the method quickly gained popularity with the political elites in the Washington D.C.
	According to Reardon (22), at first, the forensic specialists came to the conclusion that the body of the woman was mummified because she was suffering from smallpox. It was believed that storing and preserving the body of an infected person with an infectious disease would lead to the termination of the infection. In addition, preserving of the body with the infectious disease was riddled with the quarantine of the body of the infected person. Some believed that by burring the mummified body would lead to the elimination of the killer infection. If maybe someone died from the infection of smallpox, like what was proven from the Queen's mummy, then the body would be kept in the iron coffin and later displayed and buried. That is what had happened with the mummified body found in Queens. However, after some research was done on the mummy, it was discovered that the lady was infected with smallpox. This might have been the reason for mummification or the preservation of the woman's body. Initially, the forensics involved in the case of the mummy from Queens thought that the body of the mummy might have been preserved for the prevention of the spread of smallpox which had infected the woman of which was not the case.  
 	Consequently, in the short window of the mid-1800s, is the period in which the iron coffins were used in America. At first, the main aim of the iron coffins was the prevention of the spread of some communicable or transferrable infections and disease outbreaks such as yellow fever and cholera which were thought to result in overcrowding of the cemeteries (McCollum et al., e97). This is mainly true in the USA where the first coffins with the mummies were found. It was also possible for the coffins to be filled with any liquid or gas whose aim was to keep the body from spoiling. However, the introduction of the iron coffins was due to the fact that New York was a separated city and the cemeteries were full. Also, the churchyards were filled with dead bodies and this led to the formation of the iron coffins which would prevent the body from spoiling. Due to the high-risk diseases such as cholera and yellow fever, the iron coffins were also made. The coffins were used to preserve the bodies infected with infections be preserved to contain the infections in the iron coffin.
	Initially, the coffins were made for the transportation of dead bodies from one destination to the other. Later, the elites in Washington D.C noted that the coffins were airtight and could be used for the preservation of bodies for burial or for preservation. Hence, it is in the 19th century that the usage of the preservation of the iron coffins was adopted in America. This was mainly in the United States where Fisk was first born. According to Bruwelheide et al. (95), the earlier Americans discovered that by the use of the metal sarcophagus, the grotesque collapsing of flesh into decay would be drastically reduced and even slowed. From this description, the air was completely exhausted from the coffin of the dead body to minimize the decay of the body. It was later discovered that the iron coffins would be filled with any liquid or gas that could be used for the prevention of decay of the body. In this way, the Americans were able to preserve the bodies of their people for either transportation or for them to wait for their time of burial. 
	Again, some coffins were decorated with some figures of symbolism such as angels, roses, leaves, berries and thistles. The shape of the coffin itself was like that of a corpse that has been shrouded and the edges of the draping are delicately molded. This was designed for the purpose of fitting the body to be preserved. In addition, the decorating at the walls of the coffins mainly came with the role of the person in the community. Thus, the iron coffins of the leaders were different from those of the employees. Also, the coffins of those who were suffering from certain infections were also different from those who had died naturally. All this was to help in the identification of the different types of mummies that are in the different coffin boxes. At the head of all the coffins was the unique feature. All the coffins had a small window which allowed everyone to view the contents of the coffin.
	According to Reardon (22), at some point, the airtight coffins had some side effects. It has been recorded that in some cases, the coffins would burst open. As the body that has been stored in the box decomposes, it releases its leakage and in return, it means that the body needs some exchange of air "breathing". This, in turn, causes the accumulation intense pressure in the coffin resulting in bursting. This phenomenon has been experienced in some city-states where the opening up occurred when the corpse had already been buried. The bodies that were found in the iron coffins in New York are approximately between 150-160 years of age. This is evident because the iron coffins were in use for a short period of time during the mid-1800s, however, other manufacturers came up with the same idea of producing the iron coffins.  
Conclusion
	Having discussed about the airtight iron coffin found in Queens, it is evident that the production of the Fisk mummies is approximated to have ended between 1853 and 1860. However, accurate data for the ending of the mummies have not been identified since most of the iron coffins were made to bury bodies, it is still known that there are many coffins underground which contain preserved bodies. Again, the coffins had a number of advantages. In the beginning, they were first used for the transportation of dead bodies for long distances. The coffins were used because they were airtight and could preserve the bodies for long periods of time. Later, the American elites discovered that they could use the coffins for the prevention of the spread of infectious diseases. 
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